



























































Applications will be reviewed and scored by the Technical Grant Review Team, as directed by the NextGen Energy Board.
The review team will score, and rank applications, and provide information as requested to the NextCen Energy Board.
The Board will evaluate this information and make recommendations to the Commissioner, who will then select the grant
recipients.

Trade Secret Information: All information submitted as part of the application is public or will become public information,
unless it qualifies as trade secret information under Minnesota Statutes 13.599.

Evaluation Criteria

Grant applications will be ranked on a 100 point scale according to:

How well the applications meet the objectives established by the NextGen Energy Board;(15)

The quality and experience of the applicant and/or project teams; (20)

Clarity and detail of the proposal; (20)

Anticipated project outcomes, measurable results, and likelihood of success; (25)

Effective leverage of MDA NextGen Energy grant funds with non-state funding sources; (10) and,

Whether a project is at least 60 percent owned and controlled by farmers, as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section
500.24, subdivision 2, paragraph (nj or natural persons residing in the county or counties contiguous to where the
facility is located. (10)
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V. Instructions to Complete Application
For consideration in this funding round, applications must follow the specified deadlines and format provided in this
Informal Solicitation.

Completing the Pre-Formatted Application
The applicant must complete the following:

¢ Page 1 summarizes the project.
o Provide a brief description of the proposed project. A more detailed description is called for on page 2
(Summary of the proposed project).
o Grant Requested: The maximum grant award is dependent on project type, and is limited to 50% of the total
project cost, or $1,000,000 whichever is less.
o Matching Funds/value of In-Kind: The applicant must identify funding matches for the total Project Cost
o Total Project Cost: The Grant Requested plus the Applicant’s Match equals the Total Project Cost.

*  Pages 2-10 are to be used to respond in narrative form to the 6 numbered topics.
o Respond to the topic in the numbered order.
o All questions must be addressed. If not applicable, write NA and why it is not applicable to your
proposed project.
o Submit resolutions, letters of support or any other documentation as attachments. Reference such as
documentation in your response narratives.



Application - 2008 NextGen Energy Grants

Application data are private or nonpublic data until grant applications are opened. Names, addresses and requested amounts
then become public information. An entire application becomes public when an agency has completed negotiating the grant
agreement with a grantee. Individual grant applicants do not have to provide the information requested on the application
form. If you do not, we will not be able to consider your grant request. The only persons who will have access to your data
during the time that it is protected are those permitted access by law, by your written consent, by a court order or by those
department employees whose job duties require access.

PLEASE PRINT Clear Fields
APPLICANT/ORGANIZATION NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP
CONTACT NAME CONTACT TITLE
EMAIL PHONE
FAX APPLICANT'S WEBSITE
MATCH AS Yo OF TOTAL = %o

PROJECT TITLE (erier PROJECT DESCRIPTION)

GRANT REQUESTED: $ MATCHING FUNDS/VALUE OF IN-KIND:  § TOTAL PROJECT COST: §

1. Is Applicant the sole source of Matching Funds for the proposed project?  JYEs 2 NO

2. Has the Applicant received funding obtained through the Minnesota legislative budgeting process, or financial
assistance from any state administered program since January 1, 20067 Qyes QN0 If yes, are those funds to be
used as match for this project?  Qves 2 nNO

3. When does Applicant expect to be able to complete the proposed project?

4. Are Applicant and any significant participant(s) in compliance with Minnesota’s tax and environmental regulatory
requirements?  JYES [ NO

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, an alternative form of communication is available upon request. AG-03148 0861208
TTY: 1-800-627-3520. MDA 1s an equal opportunity emplover and provider.



To complete this section, refer to Section Il. Eligibility - Eligible Projects.

The proposed project is most representative of the following NextGen Objectives (select one):

A. () Build on and improve the technological capacity of those industries that will produce the next generation of
hiofuels. Such industries include those involved in the production of biomass-based fuels for transportation, heat
and power; the pulp and paper sector; and other emerging technologies;

B. () Use an integrated strategy that supports research and development, education initiatives, technology transfer,
production incentives and market creation focused on next generation fuels;

C. () Harness and support the state’s renewable energy entrepreneurial spirit through policies that provide all interested
parties the opportunity to evaluate and determine which technologies and business models are most efficient and
profitable, and which best achieve the public interest;

D. { ) Expand renewable fuel economic opportunities throughout all of Minnesota;
E. ( ) Create and retain local community investments in current and new bioenergy enterprises;
F. { ) Promote creation and investment of Bioenergy technical and manufacturing support enterprises;

G. () Strengthen the current biofuels industry, which includes corn-based ethanol and soy-based biodiesel, to ensure
improving economic and environmental performance as the industry contributes to state energy policies and
goals;

H. () Ensure the efficient, innovative and sustainable use of energy and natural resources such as water and wood
products; and the continued improvement in air quality;

l. () Expand reliance on perennial crops that improve habitat and water quality while reducing soil water runoff and
providing an effective means of storing carbon; and,

]. () Provide greater energy self-reliance in the state by displacing the use of fossil fuels with energy conservation and
the production and use of our homegrown renewable resources.

For MDA Administrative Use Only:

Grant ID number:




2008 NextGen Energy Grants Application

Provide a narrative for each information category. Refer back to “Section V. Instructions to Complete Application”
as you complete the application. Use minimum of 11-point font.

Information Categories:

1. Pre-formatted table page, “Minnesota Department of Agriculture Application - NextGen Energy Grants
2008".

2. Summary of the proposed project {limited to one page] including:
a. Project goal;
b.  Issue(s) being addressed;
c.  How the use of proposed innovative technologies, methods, or techniques will address NextGen
Energy Objectives;
d. Anticipated, quantifiable direct or indirect outcomes/benefits; and,
e.  Applicability/replicability of project elsewhere in Minnesota.

3. Applicant/Organization’s History (limited to two pages) including:

a. Experience and qualifications of applicant and significant partners providing technical expertise re-
lated specifically to the proposed project;

b.  Assets and resources available to support the project; need for State funding;

c. Dates, amounts and purpose of previous grants or public funding received that are associated with
the goal of this project;

d.  Ability to implement project in a timely fashion; and

e.  Contact information for significant partners (identify individuals or organizations other than the ap-
plicant that are proposed to receive grant funding, or to provide matching funds or other significant
resources - cash or in-kind - such as labor, space, supplies, equipment, advertising, etc.).

4. Proposed scope of work (limited to five pages) including a breakdown of Tasks (steps}, Timeline and Out-
come needed to accomplish project goal and to quantify results of project. If applicant is responsible for
providing measurable results of their own technology, it is strongly recommended that appropriate Tasks
include independent verification of procedures and results.

5. Proposed Budget (limited to one page, in landscape or portrait format, 9 pt font minimum):
a. Provide a breakdown of anticipated project costs, such as for labor cost, equipment described as
called for in Tasks, supplies, travel, etc. by funding source.
b.  Use categories and sub-categories as needed to reflect activities specified in your Tasks.)

Category Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5 Project Totals

Grant [Match | Grant | Match | Grant | Match | Grant | Match | Grant | Match | Grant

Sub-Totals

Total by Task

*Identify key personal assigned and their billing rate so that their responsibilities, cost and funding source are known. If match
is provided through letters of commitment by partner organizations, their allocations must be identified in the bucdget.



6. Attachments may accompany the application, common examples include:
*  Evidence of technical and economic feasibility of project;
*  Evidence of financial and technical capability of applicant;
e Letters of commitment and match if proposed in budget; and
*  Resume(s) specific to qualifications needed for project.

REMINDERS

o Application must be submitted as a Word document or a PDF file.

o Attachments may be submitted as separate Word, Excel or PDF files. The names of such documents should
clearly be identified with your proposal, and be referenced in the application.

o Application submittal, inclusive of the formatted application page, have minimum one-inch margins and
11-point font.

o  All items on the formatted page and total of 6 information categories must be addressed. If not applicable
to your proposed project, write NA and provide a brief statement as to why not applicable.

o If you are submitting Trade Secret Data please mark the data “Trade Secret” and submit a statement ad-

dressing the trade secret justification requirements in Minn. Statutes section 13.37 subd. 1(b).



Appendix C: 2008 NextGen Energy Board Activities

June 12: FarmBill Overview, NextGen Energy Grant Satus

Lisa Noty, USDA Rural Development provided an overview of the 2008 Farm Bill energy provisions.
The Board also heard from Quinn Cheney, Minnesota Department of Agriculture and Mark Lindquist,
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources on the NextGen Energy grant RFP and grants as well as
relevant legislative issues.

August 12: Biodiesel Research and Production

The Board toured the Minnesota Soybean Processors facility in Brewster, Minnesota. The Board also
heard from Dr. Pete Greuel, SarTec/Cat Fuels on Augsburg’s MyGyan process; Jason Willette, Met
Council Environmental Services and Bob Polta, Metropolitan Wastewater Treatment Facility on algae-
to-fuel research projects; Dennis Timmerman and Doug Root, AURI on corn fractionation; and Chuck
Neece, Central BioProducts on animal fats.

September 16: Review and Recommendation of NextGen Energy Grant Applications

A facilitated discussion was lead by Quinn Cheney, Minnesota Department of Agriculture and Mark
Lindquist, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources on the NextGen Energy grant process and
technical team recommendations.

November 18: Summary of NextGen Energy Grant Recipients, Pelletization and Co-product Utilization

The Board heard updates on NextGen Energy Grant recipients and reporting requirements. Alan
Doering from AURI provided a presentation on pelletization and co-product utilization.



